
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Biological Chemistry  
& Molecular Biology 

Programs  
 
 

First Annual Student Retreat 
 

Program of Events 
 

Snowbird Ski & Summer Resort 
Friday & Saturday 

August 19-20, 2005 

All retreat events and lodging will be at Snowbird’s Cliff Lodge.  
Meeting rooms, ballrooms, and the AMLT Terrace are located on 
Levels B & C of the Cliff Lodge Conference Center. 

A special thank you to the retreat organizing committee: Collin Kieffer, Josh 
Wythe, Amanda Jacobson, Josh Steffen, Megan Senchuk, Shelly 
Roalstad, Megan Bestwick, Chris Pickett, George Eisenhoffer, and Brian 
Kelly; as well as Barb and Tami for their efforts. 

◊ Please check-in at the Program registration desk before 
checking into the hotel. 

 

◊ At registration: Liability forms must be completed 
   Meal tickets will be handed out (required) 
   Saturday activities must be confirmed 
 

◊ Some of the rooms have changed from original notices, be 
sure to check the schedule in this program for the correct 
locations. 

 
◊ Driving Directions: From the University of Utah, take Foothill 

Blvd. heading south to where it merges with I-215 heading east.  
Exit at 6200 South (Exit #6) and go east toward the mountains.  
Follow the sighs to UT-210 and Little Cottonwood Canyon up to 
Snowbird.  Look for Snowbird Exit #4 to the Cliff Lodge. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bil Clemons, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor, California Institute of Technology 
Title: "How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Became a Scientist" 
 

Bil did his graduate work with Venki Ramakrishnan here at the University of Utah in the 
Biochemistry Department.  He graduated in 2001, and went on to a post-doctoral research 
position with Tom Rapoport at Harvard Medical School studying the structure of protein 
transporting channels.  Recently Bil has started his own lab at Cal Tech and will share with 
us his experiences from graduate school to his current position. 
 
Erik Jorgensen, Ph.D. 
Professor, Biology, University of Utah 
Title: “One minute of a worm’s life” 
 

Erik is a newly appointed Howard Hughes Medical Institute Investigator whose laboratory 
focuses on unraveling the mystery of central nervous system communication via the 
nematode, C. elegans. Already having identified more than 30 different genes in involved in 
normal nervous system function and development, he is at the forefront of his field in 
defining the molecular components required for neurotransmission.  Currently, Erik’s work 
has led him to study a different aspect of C. elegan development, understanding the 
function of the worm’s biological clock. (Adapted from the HHMI website.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, August 19th 

Noon Departure from campus for first-year students, 
and all other students needing transportation.  
Meet in the lobby of Biopolymers Bldg. (BPRB, 
upper campus) 

1 – 2 pm First-year students check-in with Program 
Registration in Ballroom Lobby 

2 – 5 pm Panel Discussion in the White Pine Meeting 
Room (see below) 

4 – 6 pm Check-in at Snowbird's Cliff Lodge Reservation 
Desk 

6 – 7 pm Student Poster Session, Magpie Meeting 
Rooms 

7 – 9:30 pm Dinner and Guest Speakers, Ballroom 3 

Saturday, August 20th 

9:30 am Brunch in Ballroom 3      (check out of hotel by 11am) 

10:00 – 1 pm Student Science Talks in Ballroom 3 

1 pm Western BBQ on the Amphitheater Lobby 
Terrace (AMLT) 

2 pm Afternoon Outdoor Activities 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

STUDENT SPEAKERS 

SCHEDULE & LOCATIONS 

FRIDAY DISCUSSION PANELS 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON EVENTS 

Chris Pickett 
Don Ayer Lab, Oncological Sciences 
Title: Characterization of a Myc and Mondo ortholog in C. elegans 
 

Alison Livingston 
Shelia David Lab, Chemistry 
Title: Colorectal cancer and mutations in MYH. 
 

Mat Gordon 
Brad Cairns Lab, Oncological Sciences 
Title: The genome-wide program of histone demethylation in S. pombe. 
 

Joshua Wythe 
Dean Y. Li Lab, Oncological Sciences 
Title: A novel pleckstrin homology domain protein, HADP1, is required for 
cardiovascular development in zebrafish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hiking 
Check in at BBQ - 2pm AML Terrace 
 
Tram Ride, Alpine Slide, etc. 
Two coupons will be handed out to 
each person for the rides of their 
choice. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mountain Biking 
Meet at 2pm at the Snowbird Center 
 
Additional Activities 
These could include frisbee, 
volleyball, etc. depending on amount 
of interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What to expect during the 
first year  2:00 pm 
 
Life in Salt Lake City  
3:00 pm 
 
Visiting Southern Utah 
4:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to pick a rotation/ 
thesis lab 2:30 pm 
 
Being an international 
student in SLC 
 
Juggling graduate school 
and a family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Graduate school and your mental health 4:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Panel discussions are formatted to answer students’ questions. 
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Saturday 
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